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The iconic Old Canberra Inn had 
its genesis in 1857 when Joseph 
Ayra Shumack, then in his early 
20s, built a home on his 
405-hectare landholding on the 
main Yass to Queanbeyan Road. 
He cut round bush timber poles 
for its frame, clad its walls with 
vertical slabs and roofed it with 
split shingles, which 
he later replaced 
with corrugated 
iron. He grew oats 
and wheat.
 
Joseph married 
Bridget Ward in 
1865. In 1876, the 
enterprising couple 
took advantage of 
their home’s 
location on the 
main road by 
converting it into a 
licensed inn—the 
Canberra Inn.

Hungry travellers 
on the mail and 
passenger coach 
from Yass to 
Queanbeyan or en 
route to the 
Araluen goldfields 
via Braidwood, 
eagerly anticipated 
a meal and an 
excellent beer at 
the inn. Hearty 
meals of soups, 

roast meats, home-grown fruit and vegetables, 
freshly baked bread, pastries and preserves 
emerged from Bridget’s kitchen, a detached 
building behind the inn.

The original Canberra 
Racecourse, located 
opposite the inn, no doubt 
increased trade. The 
profits enabled Joseph to 
double the size of his 
landholding in 1877. 

In 1887 Joseph sold the inn to his 
nephew, John Read. When John 
married a neighbour, Ellen 
Maloney, in 1895, the inn became 
a family home named ‘The Pines’ 
where the couple raised their 
seven children. John was highly 
respected in the district for his 
use of scientific methods to grow 
wheat and cereal crops on his 
82-hectare farm. He won many 
prizes at local agricultural 
exhibitions, greatly enhancing the 
district’s reputation for wheat 
growing. The Reads were a 
driving force in local cricket, 
tennis and ploughing matches.

John died in 1917, but Ellen 
continued to live at ‘The 
Pines’ with sons Robert and 
Thomas until she died in 
1962, aged 91. The 
Australian Government 
acquired the property in 
1973 following Thomas’ 
death and restored the 
building.
 
The building was licensed 
again in 1976, with a new 
lessee, and now operates 
as the Old Canberra Inn. 

’The Pines’ circa 1910,
with Ellen and John Read’s

children Eileen (7),
Jack (10) and Harry (3).

John and Ellen Read with five of their six children,
Robert ('Bert'), Thomas, Jack, Eileen and Monica.  

John Read’s horse team and loaded dray.
John Read was a successful farmer,
winning many prizes at the local
agricultural exhibitions. 
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