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Ngunnawal CountryThis project was supported with funding made
available by the ACT Government under the
ACT Heritage Grants Program
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In 1958 the 
National Capital 
Development 
Commission began 
transforming the 
former pastoral 
properties of what 
was known as 
‘Upper Canberra’ 
into a new suburb 
for public servants 
transferred from 
interstate to work 
in the new national capital.

The suburb is named after Sir 
William Lyne, Premier of New 
South Wales 1899–1901. Lyneham’s 
street names commemorate 
Australian artists and people 
associated with the development  
of Canberra.

The Lyneham Primary School 
opened in stages from mid-1958 
and Lyneham High School opened 
in 1960. The Lyneham shopping 
centre, built in the early 1960s, was 
modelled on The Lawns at Manuka. 

It was intended to 
have an inner area 
of ten shops 
divided by service 
lanes from two 
large blocks and a 
parking area. The 
suburb extended 
northward in 1983 
with the 
development of 
north Lyneham.

Iconic shops include the Mee Sing 
restaurant, opened by Mr Wing 
Quan in 1964 to cater for 
Australians’ growing taste for 
Chinese cuisine. Book Lore was 
opened in 1984 by Rimas Keraitis, a 
Lithuanian migrant and specialised 
in second-hand quality non-fiction 
and academic literature. Also in 
1984, Paulie Higgisson, a music 
producer and sound engineer, 
opened her controversial bar and 
restaurant, Tilley Devine’s Café 
Gallery, to provide a safe gathering 
place for women and a venue for 
live music.

The flood-prone area 
around Sullivan’s Creek, 
initially enclosed in sealed 
stormwater channels, was 
transformed into the 
Banksia Street Wetland and 
the Lyneham Wetland 
between 2010 and 2012. 
These wetlands support native 
vegetation and wildlife, retain 
stormwater to irrigate playing  
fields and provide beautiful 
parkland for recreation.

In 2014 a community-run public 
food forest               
—the Lyneham 
Commons—was created 
by north Canberra 
residents on 
undeveloped land 
behind the shops. The 
Commons promotes the 
importance of 
regenerating public land, 
improving food security 
and growing food for 
the benefit of all.

Tilley Devine’s Café 1996-97
Photograph by Loui Seselja 1948- 

Aerial view of Canberra in the 1960s. Looking towards Civic from
the north, the early development of Lyneham is visible on the right 

The Lyneham Commons
(established in 2014)

An advertisement
for Tilley Devine’s
from the year it
opened, 1984.

The birth of a new suburb


