Upper Canberra

The Ainslie Ladies Cricket Team about 1910. This
photo was taken near Weetangera Lane on Peter
Shumack’s property Fern Hill. 'Big Pete' was an
enthusiastic cricketer and it was in one of his
paddocks near the current Lyneham Primary
School that occasional cricket matches were
played between his Canberra side and the
Ginninderra side. A new cricket ground was built
in the 1930s at the intersection of Ginninderra
Drive and Mouat Street in North Lyneham.
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— CULTURE IN STONE, TIMBER AND BRICK
Aboriginal people lived in and
managed the landscape in
this region for thousands
of years and have
maintained a connection
to the land to the
present day.
Generations of the
local Ngunnawal
people have cared for
Country, and have
been sustained,
physically and
spiritually through
their relationship with
Peter 'Big Pete' Shumack, 1844-1912
the land, waterways
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and cosmology.
Locally found
Aboriginal artefacts
on a coolamon.
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Aboriginal stone artefacts have been found at O’Connor Ridge including a
range of local and traded materials. The site coincides with a possible
Aboriginal pathway between the Canberra and Ginninderra valleys.

This project was supported with funding made
available by the ACT Government under the
ACT Heritage Grants Program

In the 1850s, European
settlers, including
members of the
Shumack, Maloney and
Read families, began to
select land in what
became known as
‘Upper Canberra’. These
long portions of land
laid out in an east-west
direction traversed the
ridge running north
from Black Mountain
towards Gungahlin.
This part of the ridge
was selected by Peter
Shumack Jr (known as
‘Big Pete’) around 1863.
His land became known
as Fern Hill and he built
a two-room homestead
a little way up the hill
from St Ninian’s
Church, in the area that
is now Mackennal
Street, Lyneham. In 1911,
Fern Hill was sold to
George Southwell.

Fern Hill homestead was demolished in
1958 to make way for the development
of Lyneham. During demolition the
original slab timbers (some over 50cm
wide) and shingle roof were revealed
underneath a metal roof and cladding
which had been added at a later date.
The homestead was located near the
intersection of Mackennal Street and
Archibald Street.
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Today, some of the land that
was part of the Fern Hill
property is protected as the
O’Connor Ridge Nature Reserve.
O’Connor Ridge’s dry forest
vegetation has a high plant
diversity and notable orchid
flora. The open vegetation is
important for woodland species
including threatened or
regionally declining birds. It also
protects a small area of critically
endangered Yellow
Box–Blakely's Red Gum Grassy
Woodland and four known
Aboriginal heritage sites
including stone artefacts
scatters.

In Archibald Street below O’Connor
Ridge, three places of worship testify
to the diverse cultures of Canberra in
more recent times:
• St Volodymyr’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church, a brick
building in neo-Byzantine style,
consecrated in 1984;
• The Sakyamuni Buddhist
Centre and Van Hanh Monastery,
commenced by Canberra’s
Vietnamese community in 1988 - the
first and largest Buddhist temple in
Canberra;
• The Wat Dhammadharo Thai
Buddhist Temple, founded in 1993,
Canberra’s only Thai temple.
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